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Text

Linked Discourses 14.34
4. Chapter Four
Absolutely Painful

At Savatthr.

“Mendicants, if the earth element were absolutely painful—soaked and steeped in pain
and not steeped in pleasure—sentient beings wouldn't be aroused by it. But because the
earth element is pleasurable—soaked and steeped in pleasure and not steeped in
pain—sentient beings are aroused by it.

If the water element ... If the fire element ... If the air element ...

If the earth element was absolutely pleasurable—soaked and steeped in pleasure and not
steeped in pain—sentient beings wouldn't grow disillusioned with it. But because the earth
element is painful—soaked and steeped in pain and not steeped in pleasure—sentient
beings do grow disillusioned with it.

If the water element ... If the fire element ... If the air element was absolutely
pleasurable—soaked and steeped in pleasure and not steeped in pain—sentient beings
wouldn’t grow disillusioned with it. But because the air element is painful—soaked and
steeped in pain and not steeped in pleasure—sentient beings do grow disillusioned with
it.”



