SN 35.85 — The World is Empty

English translation by Bhikkhu Sujato.
Source: https://suttacentral.net/sn35.85/en/sujato
Source revision: 3bc8665e0e28e70518eba94304a2fafcab80f933

License: CCO-1.0 — https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

Text

Linked Discourses 35.85

9. With Channa

The World is Empty

And then Venerable Ananda ... said to the Buddha:

“Sir, they say that ‘the world is empty’. What does the saying ‘the world is empty’ refer to?”

“Ananda, they say that ‘the world is empty’ because it's empty of self or what belongs to
self. And what is empty of self or what belongs to self? The eye, sights, eye consciousness,
and eye contact are empty of self or what belongs to self. ...

The pleasant, painful, or neutral feeling that arises dependent on mind contact is also
empty of self or what belongs to self. They say that ‘the world is empty’ because it's empty
of self or what belongs to self.”



