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Text
39

“At a time when bandits are strong, kings are weak. Then the king is not at ease when
going out or coming back or when touring the provinces. The brahmins and householders,
likewise, are not at ease when going out or coming back, or when inspecting their external
business activities. In the same way, at a time when bad mendicants are strong,
good-hearted mendicants are weak. Then the good-hearted mendicants continually
adhere to silence in the midst of the Sangha, or they stay in the borderlands. This is for the
detriment and unhappiness of the people, against the people, for the harm, detriment,
and suffering of gods and humans.

At a time when kings are strong, bandits are weak. Then the king is at ease when going out
or coming back or when inspecting the provinces. The brahmins and householders,
likewise, are at ease when going out or coming back, or when inspecting their external
business activities. In the same way, at a time when good-hearted mendicants are strong,
bad mendicants are weak. Then the bad mendicants continually adhere to silence in the
midst of the Sangha, or they leave for some place or other. This is for the welfare and
happiness of the people, for the people, for the benefit, welfare, and happiness of gods
and humans.”



