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Text

Numbered Discourses 5.165
17. Resentment

Asking Questions

There Venerable Sariputta addressed the mendicants: ... “Whoever asks a question of
another, does so for one or other of these five reasons. What five? Someone asks a
question of another from stupidity and folly. Or they ask from corrupt wishes, being of
wishful temperament. Or they ask in order to disparage. Or they ask wanting to
understand. Or they ask with the thought, 'If they correctly answer the question I ask it's
good. If not, I'll correctly answer it for them.” Whoever asks a question of another, does so
for one or other of these five reasons. As for myself, I ask with the thought, ‘If they
correctly answer the question I ask it's good. If not, I'll correctly answer it for them.”



