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Text

Numbered Discourses 10.41

5. Abuse

Dispute

Then Venerable Upāli went up to the Buddha, bowed, sat down to one side, and said to
him:

“What is the cause, sir, what is the reason, why fights, quarrels, arguments, and disputes
arise in the Saṅgha, and the mendicants don’t live happily?”

“Upāli, it’s when a mendicant explains what is not the teaching as the teaching, and what is
the teaching as not the teaching. They explain what is not the training as the training, and
what is the training as not the training. They explain what was not spoken and stated by
the Realized One as spoken and stated by the Realized One, and what was spoken and
stated by the Realized One as not spoken and stated by the Realized One. They explain
what was not practiced by the Realized One as practiced by the Realized One, and what
was practiced by the Realized One as not practiced by the Realized One. They explain what
was not prescribed by the Realized One as prescribed by the Realized One, and what was
prescribed by the Realized One as not prescribed by the Realized One. This is the cause,
this is the reason why fights, quarrels, arguments, and disputes arise in the Saṅgha, and
the mendicants don’t live happily.”


